GREENWICH NEIGHBOURHOOD
GROWTH FUND
Application Guidance Notes
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Thank you for your interest in the Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth Fund (GNGF). This
information pack provides details of the criteria and application process as well as detailed
guidance notes on each question of the application form. Please read the guidance carefully as this
will help you to provide all the information that we need to consider your application.
If after reading these Guidance Notes you are unclear about whether your application meets our
criteria, please contact the team on 020 8921 5279 or
Growth-Fund@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
As part of the application process you are required to discuss your proposal with local Ward
Councillors, who can talk through your ideas and provide extra guidance and support.
Please complete the online electronic version of the application form. Paper copies of the
application form are available on request. A large print version of the application form and
guidance notes are also available on request.
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1.

INTRODUCTION

The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a charge collected by the Royal Borough on liable
development and paid by developers, which enables the Royal Borough to raise funds from
developers to support and fund new infrastructure.
Greenwich CIL is charged on any development taking place under planning permission since 6
April 2015, and which either creates a new dwelling or 100sqm of new floorspace. Greenwich
CIL is charged at a rate per square metre, which varies according to the land use and location. The
borough’s charging schedule can be on the Greenwich website.
A portion of the CIL collected is made available to be spent on local priorities in consultation with
the local community; this is known as Neighbourhood CIL or the “Greenwich Neighbourhood
Growth Fund”.

2.

GREENWICH NEIGHBOURHOOD GROWTH FUND

In Greenwich 15% of the CIL collected within a neighbourhood are will be retained to be spent
within that area, in consultation with local residents. The CIL Regulations state that in areas where
a Neighbourhood Plan has been adopted this portion is increased to 25%. There are currently no
adopted Neighbourhood Plans in the Royal Borough, however Lee has recently been designated a
cross-borough neighbourhood forum and neighbourhood area, which allows them to proceed
with preparing and adopting a neighbourhood plan for their area.
For the purposes of collecting and allocating the Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth Fund, the
borough has been divided into four neighbourhood areas. These areas are consistent with the
Royal Borough’s engagement and consultation areas, and are large enough to ensure there is a
sufficient quantum of neighbourhood funding to enable meaningful projects to be delivered, but
small enough to be recognisable as the community area.
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Royal Greenwich neighbourhood areas

N'hood
Area

1

2

3

4

Ward Name

Ward Councillors

Coldharbour & New Eltham
Eltham North
Eltham South
Eltham West
Middle Park and Sutcliffe
Shooters Hill
Blackheath Westcombe
Greenwich West
Peninsula
Charlton
Kidbrooke with Hornfair
Woolwich Common
Woolwich Riverside
Abbey Wood
Glyndon
Plumstead
Thamesmead Moorings

John Hills, Mandy Brinkhurst, Matt Hartley
Charlie Davis, Linda Bird, Spencer Drury
Mark Elliott, Matt Clare, Nuala Geary
Bill Freeman, Mick Hayes, Ray Walker
Christine May, Clare Morris, Mark James
Christopher Kirby, Danny Thorpe, Sarah Merrill
Cherry Parker, Geoffrey Brighty, Paul Morrissey
Aidan Smith, Maureen O'Mara, Mehboob Khan
Chris Lloyd, Denise Scott-McDonald, Stephen Brain
Allan MacCarthy, Gary Parker, Miranda Williams
Christine Grice, David Stanley, Norman Adams
Ambreen Hisbani, David Gardner, Harpinder Singh
Barbara Barwick, Jackie Smith, John Fahy
Clive Mardner, Denise Hyland, Steve Offord
Don Austen, Peter Brooks, Tonia Ashikodi
Angela Cornforth, Matthew Morrow, Rajinder James
Averil Lekau, Olu Babatola, Sizwe James
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The Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth Fund can be spent on anything which addresses the
‘demand that development places on an area’. This could include infrastructure items such as
provision of community facilities, environmental improvements, new play equipment,
improvements to community buildings.

3.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PRIORITIES

The Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth Fund should be spent in line with local priorities, which
have been taken from the 2017 Greenwich Residents Survey.
The 2017 Residents Survey asked residents their top 5 'most important in making Greenwich a
good place to live' and top 5 things that 'most need improving in Greenwich'. The top 10 priorities
identified by the residents of each neighbourhood area are shown in the table below.
Eltham &
Shooters Hill

Blackheath &
Greenwich

Charlton &
Woolwich

1

Clean streets

Air Quality

Clean streets

2

Care and support
for the elderly
Health services

Clean streets

Crime and antisocial behaviour
Air Quality

Health services

5

Crime and antisocial behaviour
Air Quality

6

Parking

7

Housing

Care and support
for the elderly
Crime and antisocial behaviour
Housing

8

Employment and
training
Care and support
for the vulnerable
Schools and
education

Care and support
for the vulnerable
Employment and
training
Levels of Council
Tax

3
4

9
10

Parking

Care and support
for the elderly
Health services

Abbey Wood,
Plumstead &
Thamesmead
Clean streets
Crime and antisocial behaviour
Care and support
for the elderly
Health services

Housing

Employment and
training
Housing

Parking

Parking

Schools and
education
Care and support
for the vulnerable
Levels of Council
Tax

Care and support
for the vulnerable
Schools and
education
Levels of Council
Tax
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4.

SELECTION CRITERIA

The following criteria have been developed against which applications to the Greenwich
Neighbourhood Growth Fund will be assessed.
Applications should meet the criteria set out, with extra weight given to applications that provide
evidence of match funding, and can demonstrate how the proposal will address one or more of
the Neighbourhood priorities.

1. Must address the demand that development places on an area and be for
community benefit;

2. Should not have any ongoing revenue implications to the Council;
3. Must be able to be started within 6 months;
4. Must have the endorsement of all ward councillors of the ward in which the
proposal will be delivered;
5. Proposals should be for more than £5,000;
6. Funding requested should not exceed the amount available within the
neighbourhood area, and
7. Should demonstrate that it is value for money.
8. Successful applicants will need to agree to the Royal Borough’s monitoring
requirements including providing receipts and pictures on completion.
9. The Council will provide Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth Fund signage to
be displayed on projects that have received funding.
10. Successful applications would need to be from a properly constituted group
and sign a funding agreement with the Royal Borough.
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5.

APPLICATION PROCESS

The allocation of the Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth Fund will be managed through an online
application process. Applications will be invited on an annual basis, with each application round
open for a six week period.
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6.

COMPLETING THE APPLICATION FORM

APPLICANT DETAILS
1. Name of your project
Please provide a short title by which your project can be recognised.
2. Name of Individual or Organisation
Are you an individual applying or an organisation?
3. Name of affiliated constituted organisation
If you are an individual, then you will need to apply in partnership with a constituted
organisation. Please give your name and the name of the organisation.
For help in identifying constituted organisations, guidance and comments on application please
contact Greenwich Action for Voluntary Service (GAVS) www.greenwich-cvs.org.uk at
info@gavs.biz or phone 020 8309 8231.
4. What is the Legal Status of the organisation?
Please confirm if your organisation is a registered charity, company limited by guarantee or a
voluntary organisation.
5. If applicable, please provide the registered charity or company number.
6. If none of the above, are you a fully constituted group?
You have to apply in partnership with a constituted organisation. A constituted organisation is
an organisation that has some form of structure to it. The rules for this structure are usually
contained in something called the governing document. In the UK the Charity Commission
regulates organisations that have charitable purposes. Any organisation with a turnover over
£5,000 has to be registered with the Charity Commission. For more information please go to:
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/charity-commission
7. Please upload a copy of your organisation's constitution
8. Please upload a copy of your organisation's audited accounts (or income and
expenditure sheet if you are not required to produce audited accounts).
9. Does your organisation have a bank account with two separate signatories?
In order that funds may be released, your organisation will need a bank account in the name of
the organisation with a minimum of two signatories.
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10. If no, which organisation will hold these grant funds if your application is
successful?
Please confirm which organisation will hold the grant funds.
11. Contact Address
The person named on this application will be deemed as the person responsible for making the
bid.
12. Contact Address (Additional Field)
13. Contact Telephone Number
We may need to contact the applicant to ask for further clarification or additional information.
Please let us know if you have special communication needs and we will try to meet these.
14. Contact Email
Providing an email address will help to speed up the assessment of your application.
PROJECT DETAILS
1. Geographical areas covered
The Greenwich neighbourhood areas are explained in Section 2 of this document.
Neighbourhood CIL money collected within a neighbourhood area must be spent within that
same neighbourhood area. You must indicate from which neighbourhood area you are applying
for funding from, and identify the ward(s).
2. Address
Please provide the specific address/addresses of the proposed activities/works, if applicable.
3. Address (additional field)
4. Describe your project
Please provide a detailed description of your project. Please think about what will change for
the better as a result of your project, and also try and quantify your activities
It is important to remember that ongoing revenue costs cannot be funded by the Greenwich
Neighbourhood Growth Fund.
Items of physical infrastructure could include:
 Environmental improvements
 Way finding or signage
 Play equipment
 Lighting
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We would also welcome projects which address items of social infrastructure:
 Community and sports facilities
 Educational/cultural facilities
 Recreation facilities
We would also support proposals to provide services for the local community, such as a
mobile library, mobile art venue or transport for older people.
5. How does your project address the impact of development in your local area?
Please use this section to explain how your project responds to the demand that development
has placed in an area. This could be interpreted as a project which addresses the new
population, the development itself, or the needs/impact of an increased population as a result
of development.
6. What evidence have you collected to demonstrate the need for this project? Who
are the main beneficiaries?
Please tell us how you know that there is a need for this project. Please describe if you have
consulted with local people about the project or if you have identified the need through other
means e.g. availability of other services/facilities in the area, evidence from a resident's survey.
7. Does your proposal meet one of the priorities identified in the 2017 Greenwich
Residents Survey, and how will your project contribute to the priority identified?
The 2017 Greenwich Residents Survey sought to understand the issues most important to
residents in the borough. The table in Section 3 above sets out the top 10 priorities in terms
of what residents considered needed most improving in each neighbourhood area. We would
welcome proposals that address one or more of these priorities, but other proposals will still
be considered.
8. What is the estimated start and finish date for the project? Please include the key
stages or "milestones" in running this project.
Please confirm the timescales of your proposal. Please ensure you have allowed sufficient time
between submitting the application and when you would like to start the project.
Please also state the key stages or "milestones" of your project so that we can understand how
you have planned the project.
The Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth Fund is intended to fund one-off projects and will not
repeat fund projects, unless under exceptional circumstances. We are unable to consider
projects that have already taken place.
9-10. Additional documents
You can upload documents that clarify the nature, scope, or idea of your project.
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EQUALITY IMPACT
1. Equality Impact: Which protected characteristic groups will your project
support?
Please confirm which of these protected characteristics identified by The Equality Act 2010
your project benefits:
 Gender
 Ethnicity
 Age (including older persons, young persons and children)
 Disability (including long-term illness or health condition)
 Gender reassignment
 Sexual orientation
 Religion or belief
 Pregnancy and maternity (or other caring responsibilities for dependents)
GOVERNANCE
1. Who will manage and be involved in the delivery of your project?
Please describe who will be responsible for managing and carrying out the project. Please state
whether these will be paid staff or volunteers and how long you expect them to work on the
project.
2. Does your project require permission from a third party and if so has this been
obtained?
Depending on the proposal, you may need to obtain permission from a third party. For
example a project on local common ground would need to have obtained permission from the
local authority Parks and Opens Spaces Team and ensure that it complies with local
biodiversity guidelines. For buildings, planning permission or a change of use application may be
required. If you are unsure whether you need to seek permission for your project, please
contact the nominated officer, who will be able to advise.
3. Endorsement from the three ward councillors
Please discuss your application with local Ward Councillors. Endorsement from three ward
councillors will be required for the application to be considered. This may be in the form of a
letter/email of support attached to the application or sent to the nominated officer. Please
ensure you have approached your Ward Councillor sufficiently in advance.
4-6. Please attach three letters of support.
The standard letter of support can be found at the end of this guidance document.
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FINANCES
1. What is the Total Project Budget?
Please provide an estimate of the total project cost. You will be asked to provide an itemised
breakdown in Question 23.
2. How much do you seek from Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth Fund?
Please state the total amount sought from the Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth Fund. If the
grant will go towards a specific element of your project, please state what it will go towards.
3. Please provide an itemised cost breakdown. Please include any costs to your
organisation/service in delivering the project.
Please provide an itemised cost breakdown that set out items and costs. You will be required
to sign a Funding Level Agreement for any grant awarded.
Please upload additional documentation, such as full project budget or quotations for the
materials/works that you have obtained.
4. Please attach a budget of your project, if available.
5. Please confirm that you have obtained the necessary quotations.
(Yes / No / N/A)
In accordance with the Council’s Procurement Policy, we would expect that you obtain at
least 2 written quotations if your project is above £10,000 but less than £25,000, and at least 3
written quotations if it is higher than £25,000 but less then £100,000. For projects under
£10,000 a single quote would be acceptable. We may ask you to provide evidence of these
quotes at the assessment stage and once the project is completed we may require evidence of
how much you have spent.
6. If your project costs are more than what you seek from GNGF, please explain
where the remaining funding is coming from?
If you have received match-funding please state how much, and where this is from.
Please provide details of in-kind match funding as well as actual match funding. (In-kind match
funding is a non-cash contribution of donated goods or services e.g. volunteer time, use of a
room or equipment).
7. How does your project represent good value for money?
Please explain how your project will be delivered in the most effective and efficient way, and
explain how you are striving to achieve the most with your resources. Please explain how you
will be accountable for the work you do, and how you will make sure that your objectives are
achievable.
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8. Are there any ongoing costs post completion, such as maintenance? How much
are these costs? How will these costs be met?
Please set out any ongoing costs beyond the completion of your project and how these will be
met.
9. If the project will continue beyond the timescale for which you are applying for
a grant, how will you fund this?
GNGF is not designed to fund ongoing projects. If this is an ongoing project or a pilot project
you will need to demonstrate that you will not be reliant on funding from GNGF in future
years to continue to deliver your project or services.
10. Agreement
This is an important legal requirement as you will be managing public funds. This confirms that
the person signing the form takes responsibility for the information provided within the
application and indicates their willingness to be contacted by our representatives to provide
further information if requested.
If your application is successful, you will be required to sign a funding agreement and complete
a monitoring and evaluation form at the end of your project. A copy of the monitoring form
will be sent out to successful projects and can be seen by request.
HOW TO SUBMIT THE APPLICATION
The deadline for this round of applications is 4th February 2018.
Submit your application online at www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/growthfund
CONTACT DETAILS
Marlon Dwyer, Senior Regeneration Officer, 020 8921 5279 GrowthFund@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
For help in identifying constituted organisations get in touch with Greenwich Action for
Voluntary Service (GAVS) www.greenwich-cvs.org.uk at info@gavs.biz or phone 020 8309
8231
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RE: Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth Fund – Letter of Support
Dear Director of Regeneration Enterprise and Skills,
I write in support of the ……………………………………………………………………[insert
organisation name]’s proposal to the Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth Fund for a grant to fund the
…………………………………………………………………………… [insert project name] in
…………………………………………………………………………………..[specify ward(s)].
Yours sincerely

Name of Councillor:
Ward:
Signature:
Date:
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